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Cherishing the Waiting for God’s Grand Surprise
The Very Rev. Stephen B. Morris, Dean

Messiah on December 13: Hallelujah!

What would Christmas be without a
performance of Handel’s Messiah?

“It’s a reinforcement of all the mes-
sages of Advent and Christmas. It’s hard
to imagine Christmas without it. Messiah
is a tradition, a big part of the fabric of
Christmas, a real gift,” says Dwight Tho-
mas, our organist/choirmaster. He will
conduct a performance of the Christmas
portion of Messiah at 4 p.m. Sunday,
December 13, with choirs, soloists, and

chamber orchestra.
The Christmas portion includes

many of the great pieces of music we all
know: “For Unto Us a Child Is Born,”
“And the Glory of the Lord,” and “Glory
to God.” As is traditional, the perfor-
mance will include the “Hallelujah Cho-
rus.” George Frideric Handel composed
Messiah in just 24 days in the summer
of 1741, setting to music a libretto by
Charles Jennens, and it had its premiere
in Dublin the following spring.

Rehearsals for the hour-long perfor-
mance started in early November. “The
choir this year is by far the best Messiah
choir” of any he has conducted, Dwight
said. (He has led four previous perfor-

mances of Messiah at other churches.) It
includes members of our own choirs and
singers from four other churches. The
21-piece orchestra was assembled by a
local music contractor from area profes-
sional musicians, who spend most of the
month of December playing The Nut-
cracker and Messiah in performances all
over the Tampa Bay area.

 I’ve never been all that good at
waiting. I guess you could say I’m fairly
impatient, though I have grown more
patient as I’ve matured. And here we
are in Advent, the season of waiting. Of
course, it is a different kind of waiting.
The waiting I grow impatient with has to
do with wanting events to go as I plan
them. The waiting we do in Advent has
to do with waiting for events to go the
way God plans them. It is a different
kind of waiting — holy waiting.

I remember waiting to open Christ-
mas presents as a child. I would tear
into them the minute we were allowed.
Some years, I would even sneak a peek
if the package was oddly shaped and
rattled strangely. And then there was

Christmas Eve and trying to go to sleep
knowing that Santa Claus would be com-
ing at some point in the night. All that
waiting was exciting and excruciatingly
painful, all at once! And then I remember
what it was like once it was over, which
always seemed to come too quickly. In a
weird way I wanted to go back to the
waiting. It was more exciting.

And so now, as an adult, I cherish
the waiting. I have experienced years
and years of what happens after the
waiting. It is kind of like planning and
packing for a trip. For some, that’s the
highlight of the trip. I wait for God to
surprise me with God’s grace and mercy.
I wait for God to reveal once again the
Christ Child in my life — that small

wonder that grows into a peace that sur-
passes all understanding. I wait with
hopeful expectation for the fulfillment of
God’s promise that all shall be revealed.
This kind of waiting sustains me in the
ordinariness of everyday life. I pray it
does you, too.

As we look ahead to 2010, we do
so with much anticipation and excite-
ment. It will be another awesome year in
the life of St. Peter’s Episcopal Cathe-
dral. Of course we will have to wait for
it. The best is yet to come.

May your Advent and Christmas be
filled with expectation and hope.

continued on page 4

Please see Page 6 for
special Christmas

services and times.

At the foot of the cross in downtown St. Petersburg
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Crosswinds
Are you a woodworker famil-

iar with professional equipment? We
have some major equipment for which
we no longer have any need and are
looking for someone who can take on
the project of assessing what we have,
setting a price, selling it (think classified
ads, craigslist or eBay) or finding an ap-
propriate school or program to which to
donate it. The equipment includes a
table saw, band saw, drill press, and
planer. If you’re interested in taking on
this project, please speak to Judy Stark.

* * *
Keep those calendars com-

ing through December. We collect
the free calendars you receive from
charities and distribute them to seafar-
ers’ ministries. There’s a collection
box under the mailboxes at St. Peter’s
Central, or set them on the Welcome
Cart on Sundays. The collection will
run through January 3.

* * *
All women are invited to join the

Sisters of the Circle at 7 p.m.
Tuesdays at St. Peter’s Central. Here are
this month’s activities: December 8,
view the second half of Brother Sun, Sis-
ter Moon, drawn from the life of St.
Francis. December 15: a Christmas sur-
prise activity. The Sisters will not meet
December 22 or 29. Meetings resume
January 5.

* * *
A men’s Bible study meets

from 7 to 8 a.m. Thursdays in Room
105 at St. Peter’s Central. No home-
work, no preparation needed; please
join us for study and fellowship.

* * *
If you are age 70 or older,

the Pension Protection Act of 2006 allows
you to make charitable gifts directly from a
traditional or Roth IRA without incurring
federal income taxes.  The legislation,
which allows you to directly transfer up to
$100,000 per year to charitable organiza-
tions, expires on December 31. To make
an IRA gift, please contact Martha Good-

will in the church office.
* * *

Speaking of the end of the year: 
The Cathedral office will be
closed Thursday and Friday, Decem-
ber 31 and January 1. If you are drop-
ping off a year-end contribution, it must
be in the office by noon December 30
to be counted for 2009. Gifts to St.
Peter’s charged to a credit card before
the end of the year count for 2009,
even if you don’t pay the credit-card bill
until 2010. If you’re sending a year-end
contribution by mail, checks count for
2009 as long as they are postmarked by
December 31.

* * *
Ragtime pianist Bob Milne

will be the performer this year at St.
Peter’s on First Night,
December 31, from 7 to
11 p.m. in the sanctuary.
First Night is the alcohol-
free, family-friendly New
Year’s Eve festival of fun,
performing arts, hands-
on activities, and fire-
works at locations all
around downtown St.
Petersburg. Visit
www.firstnightstpete.com
for details.

* * *
The Church Center in New

York City recently placed a half-page
ad in USA Today welcoming the world
to the Episcopal Church. The ad is on
display on the bulletin board at St.
Peter’s Central, or visit our website at
www.spcathedral.net, click on “Who
We Are” on the bottom left corner,
then choose “Episcopal Church Na-
tional Advertisement” from the left-
hand menu. Some people have found
the ad too staid and prim; others think
it’s a great statement of our faith. See
what you think.

* * *
For those 2010 calendars: The

FisherFolk welcome you to a

friendly Saturday night potluck supper
starting at 6 p.m. January 16.

Bring a dish to share and spend
some time meeting, greeting and eat-
ing. If your new year’s resolution is to
get more involved and meet some
people, this is a great way to do it.
We’ll have details in the January
Crosstown.

* * *
Worship online! The 10:15

a.m. service is posted at our web site,
www.spcathedral.com. Under “What We
Do,” click on “Worship Video Link.” Or
go to the St. Peter’s Cathedral page on
Facebook. . . . If you’re not getting our
Thursday morning e-mail blast with the
latest news and reminders, please e-mail
Judy Evans (jevans@spcathedral.com)

and she’ll put you
on the list for it.

* * *
Episcopal

Church Women
meet at 9 a.m. De-
cember 12 and
January 9 at St.
Peter’s Central. All
women are auto-
matically members
of ECW, so please
come and share

your ideas as we plan our 2010 events.
ECW is a major fundraising group that in
2010 will support our Shrove Tuesday
pancake supper, our Maundy Thursday
agape dinner, the Resurrection House
breakfast, our mission trip to the Do-
minican Republic, and our missionary,
Karen Carroll.

* * *
The Friends of St. Aelred

will gather for a holiday social evening at
6 p.m. Wednesday, December 9, at a
restaurant to be determined. We’ll send
the location and details to everyone on
the St. Aelred’s e-mail list, so if you’d
like to be included, please e-mail Ray
McColgan at mccolgan@aol.com and
put “St. Aelred” in the subject line.

http://www.spcathedral.net/whoweare/EpiscopalChurchNationalAdvertisement/tabid/158/Default.aspx
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Stewardship: Strong Start
to Pledge Campaign

Susan Churuti, Stewardship Co-Chair

This year’s pledge campaign got off to a strong start, with an average pledge in-
crease of more than 20 percent. Our goal is an overall increase of 20 percent, with
the understanding that we will seek no additional increases for the next three years. If
you haven’t yet turned in a pledge, you
can pick up an envelope at the Welcome
Cart on Sundays, or contact Martha
Goodwill in the office (727-822-4173).

We are putting special emphasis this
year on converting our contributors into
donors. A contributor is someone who
gives to the Cathedral but does not for-
mally pledge. We would like contributors
to make a formal declaration of their
intentions — that’s what a pledge is. As
we seek to convert the construction loan
on our new building into a permanent
mortgage, lenders are looking for indi-
cations of financial support from the
congregation. A strong pledge commit-
ment by all of us shows lenders we are
credit-worthy.

Thanks so much for your faithful
support of St. Peter’s with your time,
talent, and treasure. Thanks so much to
those who have pledged. Thanks so
much to those who contribute, whom
we ask to prayerfully consider pledging
as a new commitment.

It’s an exciting time to be a part of
our faith community!

Outreach: Alternative Market,
Homeless Memorial
Plan to come shopping for gifts that keep on giving after the morning services on

Sunday, December 6. Our annual Alternative Market will offer gifts from the Gifts for
Life catalog from Episcopal Relief and Development. Buy a mosquito net to prevent
malaria, a goat, a hive of honeybees . . . gifts that make a real difference in the lives
of others long after the holidays. We’ll also have gift items made by our Sunday school
children.

The 6 p.m. service on Sunday, December 20, will be our annual Memorial Ser-
vice for the Homeless, remembering those without permanent addresses who died in
the last year. The service is sponsored by the Pinellas Coalition for the Homeless. We
are preparing gift bags for our homeless neighbors and invite you to contribute socks
(men’s and women’s), travel-size toiletries, and facecloths. Please bring the items to
St. Peter’s Central by December 15.

Treeful of wishes
Mary Adcock picks a Christmas wish card
off the giving tree sponsored by the
Friends of St. Aelred (wearing Santa caps)
to provide gifts for children and parents at
Resurrection House. All 150 gift cards
were picked in only two weekends! Gifts
are due December 13.

Photo by SHEREE GRAVES
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Tom and Barbara Ader

New Deacon
Will Join Us
Please welcome Thomas and Bar-

bara Ader, new members of our Cathe-
dral family. Tom is a deacon, and you will
soon see him participating in worship on
Sundays and working in our pastoral care
ministries.

Tom was ordained in 1998 at the
Cathedral of St. Philip in Atlanta. Until
the Aders recently moved to Tampa Bay,
he served as youth minister at the
Church of Saints Peter and Paul in
Marietta, Ga., where he led youth on
four pilgrimages to Europe: Italy, Ireland,
and twice to Iona. “I love kids; I love to
work with kids,” he said. The Aders
moved here when Barbara was trans-
ferred by her employer, Macy’s, where
she is a district planner.

Tom is a patient-care technician at
Morton Plant Hospital in Clearwater. He
was a part-time hospital chaplain in
Georgia.The Aders have three grown
children and are the grandparents of
two-year-old twin boys.

Building update
By Christmas, we hope that at least

one of the bathrooms on the ground floor
of our new building will be installed. That
will allow us to get rid of the potty trailer
on Second Avenue N. We expect work to
start soon to finish the new narthex:
flooring, a real ceiling, and finished walls.
This may mean that we have to watch
our step some Sundays at coffee hour.
We’ll keep you posted week by week as
the work rolls out.
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Movies for
December
Here’s the movie lineup for Decem-

ber. See you at 7 p.m. Fridays at St.
Peter’s Central. Free popcorn!

* December 4: Cherry Blossoms
(Germany, 2008): Love, life. and
death, modern German and
Japanese cultural beliefs. Plus
gorgeous images of cherry blossoms
and Mount Fuji.

* December 11: Kabei, Our Mother
(Japan, 2008):
Melodrama based on
true story of Kayo
Nogami, survivor of
wartime Japan.

* December 18: A
Christmas Tale
(France, 2008):
Catherine Deneuve
stars in this marvelously messy story
of a family reunion: merriment,
melancholy, unrequited childhood
loves, grudges, brutal outbursts, and
sudden slapstick. A typical family
Christmas.

Gifts from St. Peter’s
As you think of your Christmas gift list this year, remember two unique gifts St.

Peter’s offers:
* Our 2010 calendar, featuring two dozen images of

our stained glass. The calendars are available on Sunday
mornings, or weekdays in the office. Cost: $10. Proceeds
benefit seminary education.

* Our memorial bricks, the original 1924 red-clay
bricks from the former Baptist Sanctuary. These will be
placed in the walkways at the restored landmark First
Baptist

Church and adjacent City Peace Garden,
scheduled to open next year. The bricks
can be etched with the name of a loved
one you’re honoring or some other mes-
sage. Cost: $100. Available Sunday
mornings or in the office, or call the
Columbarium/City Peace Garden office at
(727) 388-5223.

Come hear Messiah

Messiah, Part I
(the Christmas portions)

4 p.m. Sunday,

December 13

with the St. Peter’s Festival
Chorus; guest soloists

Margarita Coleman, soprano;
Kate McDuffie, alto; Douglas

Denning, tenor; Phillip
Dvoracsek, bass; and a 21-
piece chamber orchestra.

Conducted by Dwight Thomas.

Free-will offering;
reception follows.

Among the singers are four of our
older trebles — our children’s/young
people’s choir — who sang Messiah last
year under our previous choirmaster, Ed-
ward Barbieri, and volunteered to sing
again this year. “I’m grateful to everyone
who is taking the time to sing at this busy
time of year,” Dwight said.

The performance of
Messiah is part of the Ca-
thedral Arts program
Dwight is developing. “My
plan and hope is to do two
choral masterworks with
orchestra each year,” he
said. “Messiah is a logical
choice for December. For
spring I am planning to do

Messiah

continued from Page 1
Durufle’s Requiem.”

“The Cathedral needs to be a trail-
blazer” in music and the arts, Dwight
said. “The church has historically been a
supporter and fosterer of the arts. It’s
good for the Cathedral to grab hold of
that mantle, using the resources we have,
and continue the tradition.”

As he prepares for the last few weeks
of rehearsals, Dwight said, “I often pon-

der how privileged I am to
be able to help present a
classic masterwork with
some really fine musicians,
and work with the orches-
tra and with singers who
love to sing Messiah and
have chosen to sing. I’m
blessed and privileged to
have this opportunity.”

I have come to the conclusion that we should abolish Christmas lists alto-
gether and think deeply about the greatest gift that we as Christians can
give to an impoverished, bone-weary and war-torn world: to live well into
Jesus’s “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God.”  — The Rt. Rev. John Bryson Chane, Bishop of Washington
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Holidays 
at the Cathedral 

Dec. 6:  Alternative Market, after the 8:00 and 10:15 a.m. services. Give Christmas 
gifts that keep on giving by supporting the work of Episcopal Relief & Development. 
Gift items made by our youngest members also will be available. 
 
Dec. 12:  Deacon’s Potluck Christmas Party, 6:00 p.m. Join old friends and meet new 
ones at this annual festive event, at 555 13th Ave. NE. After dinner, we gather around 
the piano for a carol sing and holiday fun. 
 
Dec. 13:  Messiah (Part I) at 4:00 p.m. The St. Petersburg Festival Chorus and guest 
soloists are accompanied by a 21‐piece chamber orchestra for Handel’s best‐known 
oratorio. Freewill offering. Reception follows. 
 
Dec. 20:  Advent Lessons & Carols at 10:15 a.m. service 
    This service of carols, hymns and Scripture readings is followed by a 
celebration of Holy Eucharist. 
 
  Homeless Memorial Service at 6:00 p.m. In conjunction with Pinellas 
Coalition for the Homeless, we remember our homeless neighbors who have died in 
the past year. 
 
Dec. 24:  Christmas Eve Services at 5:00 p.m. & 10:30 p.m. 
 
Dec. 25:  Christmas Day Service at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Dec. 26:  No 5:00 p.m. service 
 
Dec. 27:  ONE SERVICE at 9:00 a.m. There will be no 6:00 p.m. service 
 
Dec. 31:  New Year’s Eve—Cathedral & Office Closed for First Night 
 
Jan. 1:  New Year’s Day—Cathedral & Office Closed 
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December Transitions

Birthdays
1 Christy Fryer

Jerry Miller
Doug Swain

2 John Hoover
Rob Sepulveda

3 Judd Chapin
Cary Gums

4 Carmen Moore

5 Gary Haines
Betty Witko

7 Becky Andrews
Tom Chase
Andy Ellis
Jessie Hulbert
Dabney Smith

8 Louie Adcock, Jr.
Ron Gallucci
Mark Rowe

9 Leila Hamdaoui

Alice Putman
Frank Turner

10 Sheree Graves
Chay McCarthy

11 Virgil Feltner
Sharon Miller

13 Claudia Moore
Dolores Scales
Kevin Tighe

14 Mary Fendrich
Karin Martin
Helen Weissberg

15 Chris Nielsen
Louisa Thomas

16 Gretchen Brierley
Luke Goodwill
Tim Snyder

17 Donald Fritz
Catina Gordon
Diane May

18 David Andrews

20 Larissa Crow
Jan Curtis
Lori Townsend

21 Paul Natale

22 Marlene Hyland
Charles Plummer

23 Jean Curtis
Joel Giles
Gail McCoy

24 Carole Cowan
Benito Pastoriza-

Iyodo

25 Mary Evertz
Harry Sauers

26 Natalie Paul

27 Tony Gecan
Barry Singleton

28 Eric Beard

Sarah Gecan
Dorothy Snidow
Caitlin Tighe

29 Kelsey Johnson

30 Connor Crosby
Nancy Thomas

31 Barbara Abbott
Brittny Bacon

Anniversaries
1 Don and Doris

Jenkins
2 Virgil and Carolyn

Feltner

4 Gene and Holly
Haines

7 Eddy and Penny
Burns

19 Peter and Mary Watts

20 Jerry Merchant and
Mary Matthews

27 Bill and Kally Harvard
Bill and Mary Lou

Keeler

30 Ralph and Kathy
Hancock

Darrow and Pam
Neves

31 Ric and Carolyn
Randall

Starting January 10: “Explorers’ Club” for Kids
Something new for our children

starts Sunday, January 10: a special time
of education, music, play, and fun, start-
ing at 10:15 a.m. when their parents
head into church.

Led by Elizabeth Garnett and
Robbie Hasbrouck, this “kids’ explorers

club” will welcome children starting at
age 3. Older kids can be readers, help-
ers, and leaders. There will be Bible
study, crafts, singing, prayer, and more.

The children will join their families
in the Cathedral when the Peace is ex-
changed; then they will participate in

Holy Communion.
“We want to offer our children —

both boys and girls — something that’s
so much fun, they’ll want to come back
week after week,” Dean Morris said.
“We also need to appeal to young fami-
lies who are looking for a church home.”

At year’s end, goodbye to a familiar face
Our longtime cathedral administra-

tor, Pam League, will retire at the end of
the year.

“It has really been St. Peter’s and
the people of St. Peter’s who have moti-
vated and inspired me for five and a half
years,” Pam said. “I have really been
blessed and honored to serve the Ca-
thedral.”

Pam will be with us on a part-time
basis through December. She’s looking

forward to some well-deserved R&R in
the new year.

“Pam’s contributions here have

been deep and wide-ranging. Her care
for the community, her imagination, and
her attention to the smallest details have
strengthened us in countless ways,”
Dean Morris said. “We look forward to
her continued presence in our Cathedral
family.”

“I will miss everyone terribly,” Pam
said, “especially all those wonderful rela-
tionships with people that developed
over the years.”

Death
Vivian Covey
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Our Worship Schedule
Saturday

5 p.m.: Holy Eucharist Rite II and Sermon
A traditional service, no music

Sunday
8 a.m.: Holy Eucharist Rite I and Sermon

A traditional service, no music

8:45 a.m.: Coffee and fellowship

9  a.m.: Christian education for all ages
Nursery care available starting at 9 a.m.

10:15 a.m.: Holy Eucharist Rite II and Sermon
Worship music led by choirs

11:20 a.m.: Coffee hour in the narthex

6 p.m.: Holy Eucharist and contemplative prayer

Last Sunday of the month, 6 p.m.: Choral evensong

Monday through Friday

Morning Prayer, 9 a.m.

Holy Eucharist, 12:05 p.m.

Holy Eucharist and Healing, Wednesdays, 12:05 p.m.

Visiting/getting in touch
Office/Parish Center: 201 Fourth St. N. (33701). Church entrance:
On Second Ave. N just west of Fourth St.

Mailing address:
P.O. Box 1581, St. Petersburg, FL 33731-1581

Telephone: Fax:
(727) 822-4173 (727) 823-2205

E-mail: Web Site:
stpetersplace@spcathedral.com www.spcathedral.net

Our clergy and senior staff:
The Rt. Rev. Dabney T. Smith, Bishop
The Very Rev. Stephen B. Morris, Dean —

sbm@spcathedral.com
The Rev. Millard Neal, assisting priest
The Rev. Lynde E. “Ted” May IV, assisting priest
The Rev. Peter W. Fleming Jr., assisting priest
The Rev. Richard T. Earle III, Deacon — rearle@fishersauls.com
The Rev. Thomas Ader, Deacon — thomas.ader@yahoo.com
Dwight Thomas, Director of Music Ministries  —

dthomas@spcathedral.com
Pamela J. League, Administrator — pam@spcathedral.com

At any time after hours you have a pastoral emergency, please
call Dean Morris on his cell phone:  (727) 743-1614.

Crosstown is the newsletter of the people of St. Peter’s Episcopal Cathedral, published monthly for
members, friends, and supporters. Editor, Judy Stark (judystark@yahoo.com); Associate Editor,
Mary W. Matthews (mothermary@extremelysmart.com). Next deadline: December 15, 2009.

St. Peter’s: A Guide All are welcome here.

Please see the reverse side of
the calendar for special

Christmas services and times.




